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The intimacy or distance about female bodies

I remember that day when my first men-
struation came, the recognition of be-
coming a woman rose from inside to a
strong visual impact confronting me--
that blood. You got a sense of woman
body. No more IT, but a SHE. I remember
the weirdness of feeling the pain of my
breasts growth, and the embarrassment
of sex characteristics. She. No more an
innocent child-like body, but a tempta-
tion, a woman body.

I indeed like the changes of seasons. You
feel the tiny changes of temperature and
humidity. From spring to summer, from
autumn to winter, the body becomes so

sensitive with the touches of air. And I
love swimming and yoga. When water
flows over your body, it flows around
you, it flows into you. It touches you,
massages you in every little inches. The
body dances with the water and so your
mind fades out, fades into peace. Yoga
does too. Mind and body unifies within
the breaths and movements. The body
whispers, be with me, nicely.

Then there are some important spots on
the timeline: the first kiss, the first hug
, the first love-making, the first intimate
encounter with another body. Role-play-
ing while being a lesbian, that you ‘act’
as a boy. Then from lesbian you become
a bisexual, so that you learn the differ-
ences between acting as a boy and a
woman. Those little details are actually
tremendous. They affect you, always,
everyday, to your body, your mind and
your soul. And you are amazed by the
fact that the intimacy with women and
men can be so different. All have made
you more and more aware of your body.
You want to, have an urge to describe
women body; you want to talk about

them, you want to touch them, hug them,
by every paths, by different methods, by
various media. You write, you dance, you
draw, you sing, you shoot, you live. By all
the little details.

I enjoy and listen to my body. But I learn
from the conversations among my girl-
friends and I, that there are in fact many
detachments, weirdness, insecurity and
sadness that comes from bodies. How it
can be : women with their bodies?

I simply think that there are too many
details and intimate feelings about body
that are not being discussed. Her emo-
tions are repressed under consumerism,
patriachy and media, and being forgot-
ten, trapped in the triviality of daily lives.

There are voices of body that
were never told. can we recognize
our own desires? Can we tell our desires?
Or body is already being put in a very low
rank of our life?

To go on, to search, to seek. Through dif-
ferent paths, by our own methods, let’s
discover, let’s talk, let’s listen.
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Editor’s notes
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What is “Nudity”?
What does it mean? How do women
think about “Nudity”?

“Nudity” can be put physically or psychologically. Meanwhile
it is about covering or hiding. Are we aware of how we hide
our bodies? Or is it more subtly built-in by our culture?

Once we have awareness of it, what’s the next step? How do
we review or reveal?

We've interviewed 6 girls of different ages, backgrounds as
well as body experiences. We asked about their views on
“Nudity”. Some of them were eager to answer, while some
were rather shy about the topic. Six sets of answers are to-
tally different, reflecting the unique experience each woman
has with their bodies. We also invited them to take a photo:
choose a body part, and write “like” or “dislike” on it, and take
a picture of it. Klack! It feels like clicking the “like” button on
Facebook, something is then being recognized, and told.

-I"l';:'

e ;:h'.

LS,

“"Nude shoot : Reflections #1” comes with the first partici-
pant of the creative visual ethnographic research part, Toby
Fung. She wrote down her thoughts about “nudity” before
the shooting, which is in written form, a rather rational one.
After the shooting, she put her reflections onto illustrations
in a creative and sensational way.

“"Text X Illustration: Attachment / Detachment” is the first
creative dialogue between Toby and I. The idea started
from one of our casual conversations... *I indeed enjoy my
body a lot. I love my nude body,” said Arfee. Then Toby re-
sponded, “I don’t hate her, but I'm just feeling... detached!”
“Detached!? I am very much attached to my body!!!” So
then I wrote some little stories about attachment (or maybe
intimacy and nudity as well) with body, and Toby put her
strange feeling of detachment with her body onto paper.
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Interviews : “Nudity”
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ABOUT NUDITY,
WHAT THEY WANT TO SAY IS...

The interpretations of Nudity from 6 women of different ages,
backgrounds and bodies

1 7RE THR1R] NERE?

2| REEHCRERENSEI?

3 RERS T7RR] R /X EEAEREFRIESHmAmEl ?

4] RigRx TR 1 NEZE?

5/ I A REBEER /7R 1 NEZE7?

6/ FacebookzEblogHRARME [ 7R"¥R | HIE 2

7] B —ESERA - £ LB E ke 5 ldislike] (HAEH
—) > REHE—ER -

1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?

2/ Do you like your nude body?

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed
according to your age or particular events?

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?
6/ Do you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?

7/ Please find a particular body part, and write on it “like” or
“dislike” (choose only one). Then take a photo of it.
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Like : my mother breasts

1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?
Nudity,to me, means being naked. Having no clothes on and
simply being in our “birthday suits”

2/ Do you like your nude body?

Yes, I like my nude body. It has changed over the years
from young girl, to young woman and now I am a mother.
So my body has more curves now and I do my best to love
myself no matter how i look, as i do my best to keep healthy
and fit, not believe the media hype about having to stick
thin. Healthy is beautiful.

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed according
to your age or particu
lar events?

As a young child, my family was open about nudity. Having
“hippy” parents, I was taught that our naked body is beau-
tiful and NATURAL. Then as a teen ager I became more shy
of my body as I developed and became a young woman.
Then in my 20’s I was testing my sexuality and became
more again about being NUDE. I went to nude beaches

with friends in Canada and enjoyed the feeling of sunshine
and ocean waves on my naked body. Now as a mother, my
naked body was a vessel for bringing life onto this planet.
My naked body is beautiful. Nudity is natural.

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?

Nude beaches in the summer. Performances being almost
nude on stage. Nude making love, outside in nature, with
my beloved. Nude hotsprings in the mountains...many nude
experiences. I am a wild and free Canadian artist!

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?

Not sure. Watching Butoh dancers...is the good kind of
Nude that has been “done” to me. Or the bad kind: i was
flashed many times as a child by naked men.

6/ po you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?

No, because people are not speaking face to face while on-
line. It's easy to not be honest, to create another persona
and fantasy while blogging. Nudity to me means being real,
honest and raw.
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> [# 3= 5 Carol Chan

£ 519865 / Born in 1986
M55 4R4E / Magazine Editor
3k B & # / From Hong Kong
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1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?

1.1 Unclothed, generally speaking the upper part. The impression
is fairly nice and sexy.

2.2. Unclothed, specially speaking the lower part. The feeling is
embarassed and uneasy.

2.3 Naked in mind, intimate and dangerous.

2/ po you like your nude body?
No.

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed according to your
age or particular events?

A lively childhood memory I have was that I was sitting on my
mum’s thigh, telling her that I'd rather be a boy, because boy has
dick(!). I always think that female’s “lower part” is “not beautiful”
(at least no connection with “beauty”). And I've been always say-
ing that if I have to give a poon job to a woman, I'd rather give
a blow job to a man(!)

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?

Infiltrating memories into writing, and hand it to somebody. The
moment the works is being read is the nudiest. Because all that
from heart, with tears and blood interwovened, the most strenu-
ous, and those you cannot confront is all hiden in the lines. Wor-
ried that others can read through; and sad if others cannot.

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?
I don't know. Because the most nude thing does not put through
words. Whatever that said is what can be said.

6/ po you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?
Facebook is the best place for dressing up. Virtual space is just a
platform for building images.
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> F % {fi Yuko Wong

4% 19884 / Born in 1988
%=t / Designer
K B %&# / From Hong Kong
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Fingers. They're not fingers of womans, so thick and short .

1/ what is your definition about “nudity”?
Insecured, just like an empty body without even underwears.

2/ Do you like your nude body?

I don't. The feeling of a body without clothes is too ‘free’ for
me. I am not familiar with such a feeling and I don't enjoy it
too.

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed according to
your age or particular events?

I don’t think there is any changes as I have already concluded
the definition of “nudity” since I was very young — “nudity”
means “without clothes”.

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?
Sleeping without clothes.

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?

This seems to have nothing to do with the body. It's more
about verbal expression. For example, explicit words can be a
kind of nudity.

6/ po you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?
Is Facebook and blog nude?
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> Kiki Ng

4R 198X4E / Born in 198X

R £ %= 7 / Doing many things

K EF= / From the womb
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1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?

Not wearing clothes does not necessarily mean “nudity” to me, and “nudity” does
not always mean “without clothes” as well. "Nudity” to me means a state when you
reveal something hidden to the others, or to yourself.

2/ po you like your nude body?

I did not think about such a question before. I did not even pay attention to my own
body. Recently I start to pay more attention to my body, and I start to like her more
as I look closer. Actually I am quite unsatisfied with many parts of my body, yet I find
a balance when the whole thing gather together. This ‘balance’ cannot be discovered
when I am wrapped (by clothes or anything else).

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed according to your age or particu
lar events?

The biggest change happened when I started to get involved in theatre. I had not
discovered the difference between my outer and inner side until I received actor
training and started my own creation. I dig into myself, and discovered several *mes”
that was repressed somehow. Then I slowly accept these “mes”. I talk with them,
embrace them, and even show them to the others.

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?

I cannot think of the "most”!

One of them should be that I present three stories of mine in a devising play. I invited
2 of the people involved in the true story, and “tell” them the things I was never able
to tell in person. (P.S. Still I not dare to tell my parents for the part about them. )

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?
I cannot think of any.

6/ Do you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?

Not at all for Facebook, because everything I put up on is what I want to share. For
blog... I have 4 to 5 blogs in fact. Some of them are inactive now, while some of them
are in privacy mode that is only viewable to me. And Xanga... things I wrote there
are not just for myself, but also for other people. So I don't feel nude about it. The
blog I am writing now is actually for myself only (I use blog because my hand writing
is ugly). It's a platform for me to face myself or to talk to myself. So sometimes I do
feel it being very nude. I will feel uncomfortable if somebody read it.
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> Maze Chan

1958 /19
B4 / Student
3k B %3 / From Hong Kong
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1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?
To reveal my true side to other people, no matter
physically or psychologically.

2/ Do you like your nude body?
When I see my fat belly of my nude body, I will feel
upset. But actually I kind of like my nude body :)

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed
according to your age or particu
lar events?

(see attached graph)

4/ The most “nude” thing you have done is...?
To discover my body with somebody else.

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to
you?

To share a secret about body, which originally she
knew only and she had never thought about letting
other know

6/ po you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?
For Facebook... I can accept it sometimes, while
blog for me is more “nude”. At this moment I am
quite OK with “nudity” actually.
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> Josephine Luk

S4RE 5555 / 54 going to 55
#tf / Teacher
% B % / From Hong Kong
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1/ What is your definition about “nudity”?
Not wearing anything

2/ Do you like your nude body?
No.

3/ Have your feelings/acceptability towards “Nudity” changed according to
your age or particu
lar events?

Traditional thinking makes you don’t want to be nude

4] The most “nude” thing you have done is...?
Body massage.

5/ How about the most “nude” thing others have done to you?
No. The most nude one should be my husband. Those half-
naked men!

6/ po you think facebook or blog is a “nude” thing to you?
Yes.
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Nude shoot : Reflections #1
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Nude shoot :
Reflections #1

Slimming up. Losing weight. Breast boosting. Images of
celebrities wardrobe malfunctions. Sexy women in football
magazines, beside Ferrari and wine. Big breasts, slim waists,
hot chicks.

Ok, ok! Then what about me? I don’t have a model type
body, I have plumpy arms, little belly, with no slender waist;
a pair of uneven breasts, a pair of calfs that are a little big.
And my mum? Her shoulder full in form, her belly rounded
and full, and her thighs sleek as velvet. And my girlfriend?
Her AA-cup, skinny legs and long giraffe-like neck...... Where
are all these totally different yet beautiful women bodies?

The game started from a nude-shots exercise done by two
naked girls. We have gathered six girls to form six pairs,
in which everybody will have a chance to shoot and to be
shot.

Every girl is a unique individual. They have their own back-
grounds, their own body experiences and their different
views on “Nudity”. Open-minded, playful, shy, detached......
different qualities crashed with each other and formed six
distinct nude-shots experiences.

In every issue, there will be the views on “nude-shots” be-
fore shooting and creative reflections after shooting from
one of the girls. This week will be Toby’s turn.

{ 6 nude shoot girls}
Toby shoot Arfee shoot Shelley shoot Kiki shoot Ka shoot
Trista shoot Toby
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Nude CHFTS
Shooting #1

EE1A X ABTk Who :
ARTAR i Where :
= B HA.3:00-7:00 . When

BASBIEMMEY - %%m | What:

ELAEFHE 2R

Toby X Trista
Toby’s place
: One Saturday 3:00-7:00

Originally it was planned that
Trista will shoot Toby, afterall
they start to shoot each other.
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(Toby) The request and imagination as a model :

For me, my own nude body and others are totally different, or
that it's totally diffferent when I think about how to shoot and
how to be shot.

About Nudity :

As I don’t have many experiences with confronting other (fe-
male) bodies, my imagination of nudity is rather fIat, without
texture. And as the representation of all the images consists a
certain level of stylization, my concept towards nudity do fluc-
tuate. For instance, I thought that nudity was disgusting when
I saw the pornography as a child, even thinking that sex is
a disgusting act, not understanding why do adult get so in-
dulged in. It was until I get to high school that I exposed my-
self more to nudity as I do human portraits. I then started to
think that female body is beautiful ( but also thanks to a great
level of stylization of drawing and photography), the fatter
the more beautiful, as it gives a feeling of
strength and femininity.

But as a photographer, nudity means a personal daily life, know-
ing the very details of how he/she lives. Maybe using hundreds of
photos toillustrate one day?( But of course if I am going to shoot a
person’sdaily life, he/she would intentionally choose what to show
me, becauseit’shardtoignorethe presence ofthe photographer...)

About my own Nudity :
I have a sense of distance to my own body,

a bit detached. But I so care about the parts that are ex-
posed. I have never really examined my body in detail, as there

were no full-length mirror at home, plus that there’re many men
at home, and I don't really feel the urge to do it. And when I
got to puberty, I thought that I was fat and with lots of cellulites
that I don’t want to look at it. It was until these few years that
my body changed a lot, that I start to take a closer look at it.
I even have an urge to document my body, as I suddenly find out
that my adolescent’s body is long gone. The feeling of having my
own body(or body shape) left me is very strange. And now that I am
getting used to my body everyday, as you look close to your body,
you find out more little changes everyday ( for example, I found
out that one of my right hand’s finger is no longer flattened as
it was before )

I was excited about the shooting at first(!) As it is right
in the state when I want to record my body,
it's rather a documentary for me, no matter how it
is done, it's a recording of a critical stage of mine.
As for how I want to shoot, first, I want to shoot the parts
that are not noticeable normally, like the back, vagina (a
close-up?if the photographer doesn’t mind!), the top of the
head, etc. Besides, I'd like to have a daily life’s setting, like
my home? As the place I'm living is also a temporary place,
being another part of the stage, it should be connected.
For how to shoot, I think it's up to the photographer, as
I mentioned before, it's totally different when I think of my
and other’s nude body. The most important should be the
communication during the shoot. And actually the pho-
tographer and the person being shot has
a very intimate relationship during the shoot,
how can we interpret this kind of intimacy? Maybe we can
have a making of, or shooting people taking nude photos?
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DOCUMENTARY

OF TWIG) BODIES

81k

-

(Anyway you have to face it! Let’s do it!)

(At the beginning, it was because a friend said that we
are very alike, that triggered the concept of shooting
together. But at last, it was only our hair style at that
time that look alike...)

(The shooting of 2 girls

Without the fantasy between the photographer and
the one being shot

what'’s left is “"observe”, experiment, endless burst of
laughter and bodies of freedom.)

Comics:
Documentary of a documentary of two bodies
it 9% 5 1

drawing pen + poster color on paper
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It was like going back to the nature, into the
jungle, but, in a white protective box.
Observing the beauty of the primitives,
enjoying the freedom within the safety area.

Restricted wilderness
Acrylic on paper
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CREATIVE
TEAM

FHEIEE : BREm

REBBMR  BAX

BH HRER

BUMEACTE © AR I

Project director: Chan Kwun Fee
Visual Artist: Toby Fung Ming Chu
Producer: Lotus Chan

Production Manager: Lam Hing Lun

ST Bﬁmﬁﬁ‘ﬁ CBHTR BEE
T~ MEHE - B

Participants : Chan Kwun Fee,

Toby Fung, Trista Ma,
Shelley Eleanore,
Kiki Ng, Cheng Pui Ka

AmEE  BREm ~ BEATR

XF BRI

s > AT B

Editor : Chan Kwun Fee, Toby Fung
Text : Chan Kwun Fee

Illustration & Design : Toby Fung

e~ KE : BREMm ~ B

Concept & Installation : C an Kwun Fee,
oby Fung

BUE N XA BREM

FrEfcE  FEIR

EMEEE BEW% -~ BHER B EHE
B A% ~ ZPE= IR

E5EE MEM

BHBRARHITEARE B
HREET - PUER

HIEE | BE
B FIRSH L QR BAF
Director and text: Chan Kwun Fee
Movement: Kwok Kayuen

Performers: Trista Ma, Rebecca Fung,
Rainbow, Cheng Pui Ka,
Kwok Kayuen

Stage Manager: Lam Hing Lun

Lighting Designer and Deputy Stage
Manager: Kwok Pui Yan

Set Designer: Yuen Hon Wai
Costume Consultant: Cheng Man-wing
Music: Thomas Chow Yu Hon
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